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When you've been injured in an accident, the days and weeks that follow
can be confusing and overwhelming.
Between medical appointments, insurance calls, and financial worries,
you may feel unsure about what steps to take next.
This guide is designed to simplify the process for you. Following the
steps outlined here, you'll be better prepared to protect your rights,

avoid costly mistakes, and pursue the compensation you deserve.
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1. First Steps After an Accident

The actions you take immediately following an accident can
significantly impact your claim. Here are the key steps.

Ensure Safety: Move to a safe location and check for injuries. Call emergency services if
needed.

Document the Scene: Take photos of the accident, including property damage, injuries, and the
surrounding area.

Collect Information: Exchange contact and insurance details with all parties and gather witness
information.

File a Police Report: This creates an official incident record, which can be crucial for your

claim.

Seek Medical Attention: Even if injuries seem minor, see a doctor to document your condition.
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2.Understanding the Personal Injury Claims Process
The claims process generally involves these steps:

e Filing a claim with the at-fault party’s insurance.
e Provide evidence to support your case.
e Negotiating a settlement or, if necessary, filing a lawsuit.

e We'll walk you through each step to ensure you're fully prepared.
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3. Gathering Essential Evidence

Strong evidence is critical to proving your case. Be sure to collect:

e Photos and videos of the scene, injuries, and damages.
e Medical records and bills.
e Police reports and witness statements.

e Documentation of lost wages and other financial losses.
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4. Dealing with Insurance Companies

Insurance adjusters may seem helpful, but their goal is to minimize
payouts. Here are tips for handling them:

e Stick to the facts and avoid speculation.
e Never admit fault, even partially.
e Consult an attorney before accepting any settlement

offer.



DORAN, BEAM

G FARRELL

5. Mistakes to Avoid

Avoid these common pitfalls that could weaken your case:

e Delaying medical treatment.
e Posting about your accident on social media.
e Accepting the first settlement offer without consulting a

lawyer.
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6. When to Consult a Personal Injury Attorney

Not all claims require legal representation, but an attorney can make a
significant difference if:

e Liability is disputed.
e Your injuries are severe or long-term.

e The insurance company denies your claim or offers a low settlement.
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7. Frequently Asked Questions

e How long do | have to file a claim? Statutes of limitations vary by state, so
act quickly.

e What if | was partially at fault? You may still recover compensation under
comparative negligence laws.

e How much does a lawyer cost? Most personal injury attorneys work on a

contingency basis, meaning you don’t pay unless they win your case.
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Navigating a personal injury claim can be challenging, but with the right

Conclusion:

information and support, you can protect your rights and pursue the
compensation you deserve. Use this guide as your roadmap, and don't hesitate

to reach out to our team for personalized advice.

Need Help? Schedule Your Free Consultation Today!

PASCOLAWTEAM.COM
/727-846-1000



